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Religious Improvement 
IHR 


C O L D. 


P SAL 147. 15 — 18. 


H E ſendeth forth bis commandment upon earth: 
his word runneth very ſwiftly. 
He giveth Snow like wool ; he ſeatter@## the hoar 
froſt like aſhes. 
5 H: caſteth forth his ice like morſels : 4 Who can 
ſtand before his cold ? © 
He ſendeth out his word and melteth 268; 7 
cauſeth his ind to blow, and the waters flow, 


More eſpecially thoſe Words in Verſe 17. 
Who can ſtand before his C wa ? 


HE changes and extremities of 
the weather, are the matter of 
our daily obſervation, and the 
ſubject of our common "talk ; and 
ſerve, perhaps oftner than any one 
. 596 thing, to open our converſation 
| when we meet together; s But how ſeldom do 
5 we 
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2 The Religious Improvement 


A 


we think and ſpeak of ihele things after a religi- 


aus manner, with a due regard tO the gr eat 
author and director thereof ; who ſhews His 


power, and ſerves the purpoſes of His providence 


thereby ? We are too apt to account for them 
from ſecond cauſes only, and to Overlook 
the firlt ; forgetting that God keeps the direction 


and government of all cauſes in His own hand, 


and that all the ſprings of nature are turn'd by 


; Him as he pleaſes. 


.- The Pſalmiſt was not ſo inobſervant and irre- 
ligious as this. He adores the God of Iſrael as 


the God of nature; & that God from whom all 
the powers of nature are deriv'd, and on whom 
they depend,and who produceth all the changes 


of the ſeaſons, particularly of the winter ſeaſon. 


He ſendeth forth his commandment upon earth, his 


word runneth very ſwiftly. He giveth ſnow like 
wool ; he ſcattereth the hvar froſt Iike aſhes. He caſt- 
eth forth his ice like morſels : Who can ſtand before 
his cold 2 He ſendeth out his word and melteth them: 
He cauſeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. * 
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Thro' out the bock of Pſalms, the great God is acknow- 


ledg'd and ador'd, in lofty trains of devotion, on ac- 
count of his ſtanding works of Creation & Providence; 
ſo that one would think Dei, themſelyes, were they 
poſſeſsd with a real inward veneration and eſteem of 


the Being they verbally acknowledge, would ſpeak reve- 


rendly of, and be highly delighted with, theſe ſacred 
Poems, and other paſk 


0 ſuited to raiſe the mind and warm the heatt,as what 
we meet with in the 8th, 104th, and 2h45 147th Plalm, 
of the diyinely inſpired Propher and Poet David Thi 


his 


ges of holy writ, wherein natural 
religion is expreſ$'d in its height and vigour. For 
| Where do they find in the volumes of the learned 
agans, ſo much admir'd and quoted, any thing ſpo- MR 
ken of the works of God, with equal majeſty and life, MY 
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' Fhigis.a lively and beautiful deſcription of the 


- winter ſeaſon, which fucceeds the ſummer. How 


is the face ofthe earth then changed? The gay and 
pleaſant flowers are withered, the fruits for de- 
light and neceſſity are gathered in, and the crea- 


tures that us d to feed and play in the verdant 


paſtures and meadows are hous d; and nothing 
to be ſeen abroad but ſnow, froſt, and ice, F 
Which are gendred by the cold which we now 
feel, until the temper of the air is alter'd, by 
the return of the ſun, and the blowing of warmer 
winds, by which the froſt, ſnow, and ice, are 
preſently diflolv'd, and the face of the earth 


happily, renew d. 


The works of God ſhould always lead 
us to His word; for that explains them, 
and they inforce that: And it is the duty of 
the Lord's miniſters to ſuit His word to His 
providences; which, I think, is our endeavour 
from time to time, according to the meaſure of 
the giſt of Chriſt beſtowed on us. Therefore as 


we have felt, and ſeen the effects of the cold 


in the weeks paſt, in a degree beyond what is 
uſual, E ſhall endeavour to make a religious im- 
provement of it, in a ſhort diſcourſe this morn- 
ing, from that part of the text which has been 
= cad, Hho can ſtand before His cold? : 


The Thing here ſpoken of is rhe cold. This 
= the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of in the firs cauſe, or great 
author of it, GOD : His cold. And in the irre- 
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Ovid. 


1 Et, glacialis Hyems canos hirſuta capillos. Faun 
25 irſt 


table force of it: Who can ſtand before His cold? 
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4 The Religious Improvement 


Firſt, The thing here ſpoken of is the cold; 


which is the cauſe of the froſt, ſnow, and ice of 
winter, and which is alſo encreaſed by them. 


We fcel this, and ſee the effects of it, yet are at 


a loſs what it is. The beſt inquirers into the 


works of nature, philoſophize but darkly about 


It has been queſtion'd by ſome whether the 


cold be any thing that is poſitive, and not a 


meer privation; and ſo they make the cold- 
neſs of a thing to lie in its not having its parts 
agitated by heat or fire; and then to make a 
thing become cold, there needs no more, than 
that the ſun, or fire, or ſome other agent, that 


more vehemently agitated its parts before, do 


now ceaſe to do it. But others better account 
for the cold which we feel, and ſee ſuch 
effects of, by ſuppoſing a mighty number of Eflu- 
via, or ſubtile particles, of a nitrous ſaline 


quality, exhal'd into the air, and that ſtay 


and float about in it, when the ſun has ſo far 
_ declind that its influences are grown weak; 


and that theſe corpuſcles being exceeding fine, 


and of a peculiar ſhape and figure, are fitted to 
enter bodies that are porous, and being enter'd 

produce a ſtiffneſs in the parts where they enter, 
and pain in bodies that are ſenſible. This looks 


fair and probable, becauſe it is found by expe- 


rience that falts produce a ſtiffneſs in bodies. 

And that congelation, or freezing, the effect of 
Cold, is from the introduction of other particles 
into the interſtices between the particles of 

water, is evident, becauſe the dimenſions of 


water, or any thing that is liquid, is encreas d 
by freezing, and with ſuch a force in the ex- 
ET PRs tenſion 
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tenſion often times, as to break a veſlel- of con- 
ſice table ſtrength that contains the water F --- 
But it is the theological, and not the philoſo- 
phical conſideration of the cold which is now 
propos dd, and ſo I pals to ſpeak 1 in the 


in dur text, Hts cold. 
The God of grace and glory, Is alſo the God 


and this is one law, that while the earth remains, 
= day and night, heat and. cold, ſummer and Winter 
£1 frat not ccaſe, Gen. 8. 22. 
ile chat made the earth, has appointed the 
different climates of its ſeveral regions, So the 
Plalmit acknowledges, Pſa. 74. 16, 17. The 
day is thine, the night alſo ir thine ; "thou baſt pre- 


ders. f the earth ; 15 wy 2 the Jiewwer ang ;be 
inter. 


motions of the SUN in the heavens; one of 


years, Gen. I. 14. When the ſuñ is more di- 


ter in the northern Elimates; as it is cold in the 
ſouthern climates, when the ſuntremoves far 
northward.” Now the motions of the ſun(orit you 
will, of our earth about it) are of Gods ordering. 


diurgal and annual courſe for it, which it has 
© 4 : Honourable 3 9's Experimeatal Hiltory of Cold, 


C C. Mathir's 1 e — * 


kept 


IId Place, Of the feſt cauſe, % and. great Abr 
of i it, Who is GOD: For the Pſalmiſt calls it 


of nature. He has eſtabliſn d the laws of nature; 


pared tbe light and the ſun: Thou haſt ſet all the = 


Suramer and winter are according to che 


thoſe great lig hrs which God made in the begin- 
ning, for figns and ſeaſons, and for daps and 


rectly over the earth, „then tis ſummer; when it 
deelines more towards the ſout h, then tis win⸗ 


He chat prepared the ligbt of the ſun, mark'd out its 
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a 


kept for theſe five or ſix thouſand years. Pal. 


119.91. They, (i. e. the earth and heavenly bodies) 


continue to t his day according tv thine ordinances : for 


all are thy ſervants. 


There are ſome CONSTELLATIONS in 
the heavens, which, beſides the ſun, have their 
influences upon our earth, in cauſing cold and 
warm ſeaſons ; to produce the pleaſures of the 


ſpring, and introduce the rigors of the winter. 
Thele alſo are under God's command, who 


brings them forth in their reſpective ſeaſons, and 
can reſtrain or increaſe their influences as he 
pleaſes. Therefore theſe are among the queſti- 
ons which the great God put to Job, to convince 
him of his ignorance and of his weakneſs ; b 
38. from 29, Out of whoſe womb came the ice ? And 


the hoary froſt of heaven, who hath gendred it? The 


waters are hid as if cover'd with a ſtone, and the 


face. of the deep is frozen. Can ft thou bind the ſweet 


influences of PLEIADES ? (“ that conſtellation of 
ſeven ſtars that riſes in the ſpring, and by its 
benign influences helps to open the frozen earth 


and make way for the graſs, herbs, and flowers, 


to ſhoot up.) Or looſe the bands of ORION ?( a 
large conſtellation: of more than thirty ſtars, 
that riſes late in the fall, and brings with it rough 
winds, and froſt, that bind up the earth.) Can ſe 
thou bring forth Max xaroth, ( © The ſtars in the 
_ ſouthern ſigns ) in his ſeaſon? Or can ſt thou guide 
Arcturus, ( thoſe in the northern) vith bis 
ſons? VVV 
But the moſt evident cauſe of the cold that 
we feel, is the WIND. To this Eliba attributes 

it, in Job 37. 9, 10. Out of the ſuuth cometh the 
 » whitlwind, and gold out of the north. By the breath 


* 


97 20k 
$9.8 3 
435 


D 
2X 54 


ie; 
TORO 


8 * . 2» \ 4 ——_ TEC. Rm». 04 * — p 
Oe ĩðͥͥͥ ⁵ͤ—ͤoj f : ORE ES .. èͤ . 7 5 : 
777 TEES» 8 „ . ⁵ ¼ůd ;. dt SE ep ar 
F r S 3 CID b NS ns VO a ro og _ p * 
> Ub 22S i IE RIES Ly e 7 1 N foe ie te gk, * a 3 NN K e 
J ³¹—i¹ dd I i TEE GN Iu Ce OI wm; EIT So NS . 
| x . y 5 2 AN BS 5 5 
q . — : 7 ” LO TY : 4 v 3 3 : * "3 N 
: 5 - . * Y- . 4 n e *L pon og - bl 
" 4 


2 
n 
3 5 R 
e 
NN 
. N C 
> 


of the Coll. 7 
of God, (i.e. the wind) froft ir given; and the 


| breadth of the waters is ſtraitned. The winds that 
blow from the north region, fill our air with 


frigorifick particles, which are the next cauſe of 


the cold and freezing with us. But as theſe par- 
ticles are of God's making, ſo are the winds that 
bring them to us under his command and direc- 
rion. He cauſeth his wind to blow, from what 
quarter he pleaſes; and it does but fulfill bis 
word. He holds the wind in his fiſt, and lets it out 
or gathers it in at his will. He rides upon the 


wind, and makes it move this way or that way, 


juſt as he ſees good, and it accompliſhes the 
thing for which he ſends it. ----- And thus the 
Cold appears to be GOD's cold; for tis of his 
making and ſending ; He encreaſes and conti- 
nues it as he pleaſes; inaſmuch as thoſe things 


which cauſe the cold are of His forming and 


eſtabliſhing at firſt, and are under His conſtant 


direction and controul. So He ſendeth forth his 
commandment upon earth,” His word runneth we 


ſwiftly, --- Then.--- Who can ſtand before bis cold 2 
NM» hich brings me in the 


IId place, To ſpeak of the irreſiſtable force of 
God's cold. bo ean ſtand before his cold? No crea» 
ture can, as the degree of it is ſometimes en- 


creas'd: 


The beaſts cannot; then they go into dens, and 

remain in their cloſe places, Job 37. 8. And then 

the ſtrongeſt and f 

conquer'd. So tis recorded of Benaiab, the ſon 
of Fehoiada, that he went into the pit, and flew 

a lion, in the time of ſnow, 2 Sam. 23. 20. 


erceſt of them, are more eaſily 


And men can ſtand before it leſs than the moſt 


| of the bruit creatures. They are now forc'd te 
ME 


——— _ — 


rovement 
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put on their double: clothingy,and to retit into 
their houſes, and to their fire ſides: ahckall little 
eno' when the cold is in extremity. Many that 
have been expos d to it When the degree: of it 
has not been beyond What is common among us, 
have loſt not only their limbs, but their lives by 

it. * And God cou d eaſily encreaſe it ta ſuch a 
degree, that all our defences; ſnou d not be ſuffi- 
cient to ſecure us from being mortally pierced 
with it; to the ſtopping the citculations of the 
fluids of the body, and therewith the breath of 
life. - And ſo I come to ſee what good U/e may 
be made of this winter meditation; to ſne you 

how the cold we feel, may be improv'd to the 
ends of devotion and practice. And in this part 
of the diſcourſe I muſt ſtill be ſnort, becauſe we 
can't ſtand long before His cold. 
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1. The Lord is great in POWER | He makes 

the ſons of men to know this, if indeed they will 
know it, in his changing of the ſeaſons. The 
effect of cold particularly, which is freezing; 
whereby the breadth of the waters is fraitned; the 
rivers that ſpread themſelves, and flow'd with a 
great deal of ſtrength and liberty, are ſuddenly 
arreſted, congeal'd, and bound up, ſo as to be- 
come a ſttang bridge for men to walk and ride 

on to the oppoſite ſhore; this is ſuch an inſtance 
of the power of- God, as if were not common, 
would be moſt aſtoniſhing to us; like that work 
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The 77 Winter has given us more inſtances than 
one ef Perſons that have died by the cold. 5 
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of wonder at the ed ſea, when the waters di- 
vided, and the children of Iſrae l paſs d thro the 
ſea on dry ground. Or that at the river Jordan, 
the waters whereof roſe up on one ſide and ſtood 


upon a heap, but fail'd: on the other ſide, and 


were cut off, to give them another dry and ſafe 
Indeed the works of God are all wonderful; 
whither they are equally ſo or no. It is only 
their commonneſs, or rather our ignorance and 
 1ficonfſideratenels, that prevents our admiration. 


are admoniſh'd, Job 36. 24, 25. Remember that 
thou magnifie his work which men behold. Every man 
 may- ſee it, man may behold it afar olf. 


2. WISDOM, as well as might is His! His 
' wiſdom appears in the variety of his works. 
Every thing is beautiful in its ſeaſon ; and there 


= i a beauty in every ſeaſon of the year. God has 


for wiſe ends appointed the ſuceeſſion of ſummer 


and winter. The fruitfulneſs of the earth, and 
the health of man, are conſulted hereby. The 
cold of the winter, purifies the air; and generally 


cold countries are the moſt healthful and long 
Hyd. And the ſnow, produe'd by the cold, not 


only waters the earth, but cheriſhes it, and 


makes it to bring forth. Some of the moſt bene- 
ficial fruits of the earth, are our winter grain, 


— — 


— 


TH rod. 14th ch. || Jolhys 3. ch) . 


But it certainly argues a low and unattentive 

mind, to diſregard and flight wonderful things, 
only becauſe they are ſtated and common. They 

are the common works of God about which we 


produc d by God's bleſſing on the cold & ſnow. 


tang before his cold. Let us then take heed 
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Ppfal. 104. 24. O Lord how manifold are thy 3 
in wiſdom haſt thou made rhem . The n hs Full 
7 5 riches. 


Know we that the Lord is t the TRUE : 
and FAITHFUL God. He is faithful to his 
covenant of providence, recorded! in Gen. 8. 22. 
That while the earth remaineth, ſeed time and harveſt, 
cold, and beat, ſummer and winter, ſhou'd not 4x 4 
This has been preſerved inviolable hitherto, for 
ſeveral thouſands of years, and doubtleſs will be 
to the end of time. And will not he who is {a 
faithful to his covenant of providence, made 
with the world in his ſervant Noah, be as faith- 
ful to his covenant of grace and peace, made with 
his people in JESUS CHRIST; in whom all the 
promiſes are yea and amen ? The mountains ou: de- 
part, and the hills be removed; day and night, ſum- 
mer and winter, will ceaſe ; ; but the covenant of 
wy peace ſhall not be removed, faith the Lord, that 
bath ka on thee, Ilai. 54. 10. 


204; The Lord i 18 foo to anger, as well as great 
in power! Otherwiſe he had with his cold diſ- 
troy d ſuch provoking rebels before now. O 
dow much to be admir'd is the patience of God 
with ſinners, when he cou'd ſo ſoon and ſo eaſily 
arm any one of his creatures, and uſe this part 


of his artillery the cold alone, for their deſtruc- 
tion. Mal. 3. 6. 1 am the Lord, 1 2 not: 7 heres 


ih * ſons ＋ Jacob are not conſumed. 


5. Let us then fand in awe and not FT, BI 5 


We provoke the Lord to jealouſie ? Are we STRON- 
GER than he? To be ſure not when we can't 


how 
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e Cold. t 


how we offend him; and therefore take heed of 
ſin; for we can offend him by nothing elle. 


Job 37. latter end, With God is terrible majeſty. 


Touching the almighty --- He is excellent in power 
Men do therefore fear before bim. WE OL 


6. We ſhou'd be patient under the cold, ſince tis 


God's cold. When our bodies are pinched by 


it at any time, and our hands ſeal'd up, in 


its diſabling us for our work and buſineſs ; or we 


are put to extraordinary expence to guard our- 


ſelves againſt it; let us bear theſe and ſuch in- 
conveniencies ariſing from the cold, without 


murmuring or fretting: Let us beware leaſt in 
our.tho'ts or words we charge God fooliſhly ; 
but onthe contrary ſhew in both a ſuitable ſub- 
jection to the ſupreme governour of the world, 


and orderer of the ſeaſons. Rom. 9. 20. Nay, 


f but O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God 2 


7. Let us learn our obligation to thankfulneſs ; | 
for warm houſee, cluches, and beds; for comfort- 


able food & fuel, to relieve us againſt the rigor 


And it deſerves a particular thankful notice, 
that God has ſpar'd our habitations to us in this 
= extream ſeaſon that has paſs'd over us ; that fire 
has not broken out in this large town, in which 


there are ſuch a vaſt number of fires kept every 


day, & ſo many careleſs and vicious inhabitants, 
at a time when the water in the docks. and in 
many of our pumps is frozen, and men cou d not 


ſtand long before the cold to put out a fire. This, 
1ꝙ ſay, is a wonder of undeſerved mercy, for 


Which we are indebted to a kind and watchful | 
Wo OE Neg providence, 


— 


providence. Plal. 127. 1. Except the Lord keep 


the city, the watchman waketh in vain. 


We ſhou'd be thankful alſo if we our felyes, 
and our families, are kept in health, in a ſeaſon 
which very much adds to the danger and cala- 
mity of ſickneſs: I will praiſe bim who is the 
health of my. countenance and jmy God. When our 
ſaviour foretold the deſtruction that was coming 
is diſciples, Matt. 24 
might not be in the in- 
ter; for the ſeaſon” wou'd be a very afflicting 
cCircumſtance in the dreadful calamity. And it 
teaches us, That to be preſery d from thoſe calami- 
ties to which we are expos d, in a ſeaſon wkere- 
in they wou d moſt be of 
flictive to us, is a cireum 
calls for a religious and thankful notie. 


We ſhou'd likewiſe be thankful to God who has 
carried us thus far thro' the difficulties of the 
preſent hard winter, and thro all thewinters of 
the years of our lives. If his viſitation had not 
conſtantly preſery'd our ſpirits, his cold had 
been too hard for us, notwithſtanding all the 
reliefs againſt it, with which we are provided. 
The aged among us have been carried thro 
many a winter. The years of your lives con- 
tain ſome ſcores. of winters; and, tho it may be 
of a tender and weakly conſtitution, yet having 
obtain d help of God you continue to this day. 
You will ſay with a devout pleaſure and grati- 
tude, By thee. have I heen bolden up from 
and even 20,014 age thou art He 
Goft carry 7 Pal. 71. 6. 


20. To pray that their 


diſtrefling and af- 


ance of mercy that 


the wombi-- 
hair F thou . 


Lai. 46. 4. 
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8 Let us beware of the temptations of the ſea- 
fon; and not make the cold an unjuſt pretence 
to neglect any of our duties. It is among the 
Proverbs of the wiſe Solbmon, which we ſhou'd 
not willingly fall under the rebuke of, The ſug- 
gard will not 'plow by reaſon of the cold, Prov. 20. 4. 
The. uſual exerciſes of religion ſhould ſtill go on. 
The cold ſhould not keep us out of our cloſets, 
nor chill our devotions there. It ſhou'd not keep 

us from the houſe of God, and cauſe us to for- 
ſake the aſſembling of our [ebves together, for wor- 
ſhip on the Lord's days, as the manner of too many 
3s, even of the young and healthy. : 
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Neither ſhou'd the buſineſs of our partigular 
calling ſtop, if we can go on in it —. But if 
God does now ſeal up your hands, and diſable 
you to follow your worldly buſineſs, beware that 
ſatan does not take advantage of it to ſet you 
about. his work; that you be'nt entic'd to drink- 
ing and gaming, and an exceſs of rior, when you 
can't work ac your lawiul calling. | 


Why ſhou'd you not employ ſome of this time 
of leiſure from your other work, in the work of 
your own ſalvation ; to ſettle your accounts 
with God, and prepare to appear before Him at 
death and judgment which are haſtning on you? 
This would certainly be your wiſdom now, and 
you comfort afterwards. Thus you wou'd be a 
gainer in ſpirituals, by a ceſſation from ſecular 
buſineſs; and tho you did not get forward in 
the world at this time, you would lay up in ſtore 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, to 
lay hold at laſt of eternal life, 
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thoſe at a diſtance from us, who are ſo entiched 2 


14 The Religions Improvement 


a Let us guard not only againſt the outward 


but {piritual cold; take care that we dont grow 


ſinſully cold in our love to God, His ways, truths 


and ordinances: For where there is the truth 
of love, there may yet be a great abatement of the 


vigour of it, ſo as to: diſpleaſe and offend God. 
This was the charge which Chrift exhibited 
againſt the church of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 4. that 


ſhe bad left ber. firſt love. The chriſtians which 


compos'd that church, had not their affections 


ſo warm and lively as they had been ---- But it 


is good, ſays the apoſtle, to be always ⁊ealouſiy 
affected in a good thing. And he elſewhere gives 
that caution and direction together, Not ſlothf ul 


in buſgneſs, but fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord. 


This advice ſhoud be the more regarded by us, 


becauſe coldneſs in religion is the temper of the 
church at this day, as cold is the temper of the 


climate where we live; and we are doubtleſs YT 


tallen into thoſe unhappy times, which our- ſa- 


viour foretold and forewarn'd us of, when ini- 


quity ſhall abound, and the love of many- wax cold. 
Matt. 24; 1 | 1 . 


Next to the love of God we ſhou'd keep up a 


warm love to our neighbour ; and not give oc- 
caſion for that reproachful proverb, 4, cold as 


Cbariiy. Therefore the colder the ſeaſon is, the 
warmer ſhou'd our charity be; for then the 
needs of the poor are 89 
be God that this excellent grace is ſo warm in 
many of you that hear me, whereby the bowels 


encreaſed. Bleſſed 


of the poor members of Chriſt are refreſhed ! 
But what thanks ſhou'd we render to God for 


at 


80 'B hanks be ts God for his unſpeakable gift 
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at home, and to ffrangers. abroad, that their cha- 
rities are diffus d like the kind rays of the morn- 
ing ſun, which take bold of the ends of the earth ?-- + 


10. If none can ſtand before the cold of His 
froſts, how can any ſtand before the heat of His 
gwrath ? The Scripture ſpeaks of this too as ir- 
reſiſtible; and as what can't be diſcribed or com- 
prehended. --- Who knows the power of thine anger? 
Even according to thy fear, ſo is thy wrath --- Who 


can ſtand before his indignation 2 And who can abide 


zn the fierceneſs of his anger? His fury is poured out 


lite fre! --- And again, Our God is a conſuming 


Fre! His anger is extended to the objects 
of it beyond the preſent life and world. And, 
O! Ibo ean dwell with devouring fire? Who can in- 
habit with everlaſting burnings ?.----- Let us there- 
tore deprecate falling under the eternal wrath 
of Almighty God. Let us dread to appear be- 
fore him as an abſolute God, and therefore ſeek. 
to get him reconcil'd to us in the ſon of his love. 


He is well pleas'd with his fon Jeſus Chriſt, 


and it is in Him only that he can be well pleas d 
with us. It is only by faith in Him that we can 


be ſecure from God's vindictive and eternal 


wrath. In Him then let us take ſanctuary; ever 
in Feſus, who delivereth from the wrath to come, 


— 


Laßt hy, The better country 18 the heavenly : For 


== there will be no uncomfortable changes or viciſ- 
ſitudes. There nothing will moleſt or diſquiet 
us. The lun will not ſmite us, nor the cold 


pierce us. That is a world of which we have 


this diſcription, Rev. 21. 23. It has no need of 


„ thy 


7 


CE 


— — — 


16 The Religious Improvement, &c. 


the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it; for the 
glory of the Lord does lighten-it, and the lamb is the 
ligbi thereof. God in Chriſt will be an everlaſt- 
ing fountain of light and joy to the bleſſed in- 
habitants, and infinitely more than ſupply the 
place of creature comforts. There we ſhall 
dell under the direct beams of the glorious ſun 
of righteouſneſs, and be always enlivened and 
warmed by him. Here we muſt ſhorten our de- 
votions ſometimes, becauſe. we can't ſtand long 
before his cold; there we ſhall-ſerve bim day and 
night in bis temple, without any thing to 1mpede 
us, and go no more out. Our now weak: bodies 
will then be: powerful ones, never weary, never 
need any of thoſe refreſhments which now. we 
_ cant do long without; they will be able to keep 
pace with our ſouls in the ſervice of God, and 
the devotions of them will be ever warm and Rt 
lively, like thoſe of their companions the angels, 
whom he makes a flame of fire. 
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___ O! how ſhou'd the inconveniencies of the pre- 
ſent world, make us long for that, and haften to 
it as faſt as we can; where we ſhall bid an eternal! 
farewell to winter, and enter upon an everlaſt- 
ing ſpring of heavenly joys and conſolations, 

without any mixture or allay? O that our pre- 
ſent ſabbaths might be the pledge and foretaſt 
hereof! And God grant, that ſeeing à promiſe is 
left us of entring into this reſt, this promiſed and 
good land, we may none of us come ſhort of it! 
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1 poetical p ARAPHRASE of 
5 Text, By Doctor WATTS: 
In his Imitation of the Pſalms : 
of David. 
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H IS fteady -Qoundile change the Face 
| Of the 3 A 
He bids the Sun cut ſhort his Race, 
And wintry Days appear. 


. His hoary Froſt, his fleecy Snow 
. Deſcend and cloath the Ground; 
== The liquid Streams forbear to flow, 
1 In icy Fetters bound. 


When from his dreadful Stores on high 


. 0 He pours the ratling Hail, 
3 The Wretch that dares this God defy 


IR Shall find his Courage fail. 


He ſends his Word and melts the Snow, 
The Fields no longer mourn; 
He calls the warmer Gales to blow, 
And bids the Spring return. 


The changing winche the flying Cloud 
Obey his mighty W 
With Songs and 8 8 loud 
— ye the (oyerezgn Lord. 


eee 


4 
- 9 
4 8 
Fa 
* 4 
* 3 
Ss : 
EEE 
* 
* - 7 
> 2 
F% 
» * 
5 
- 
= 
* 
* 
3 — 
mY 
2 — 9 * 
* * 8 : 
6 7 — * 
4 * 
. 1 
2 I; __— 
SS. Þ 
= - a wy 


> 7 
: * 
- wy 


en . Jig 2 mnt ne Cn a j — An Ie 
n 2 : a * n —— 
<3 Dt er 


I 


8 * 


Boom: — 2 


. —rVr?é??]?Ü?Ü«Ü«ßÜß«x?ÆE edi * 4 — THO er er —ů——— — —B — A EE ——— . = 
* 2 RS. a 
Fr — 4 FIT. an — RY e — nc 9 
apc i OY Sager; | Wan Bern ESO 
— — has 2 — ts 2 z 
— | — 


— — 


bY 7 > Moe i nd foe ot BY. OO one CINE 5 
: * r — — _ 

' — — — — — y_ 

. — 0 — ee LG — — 

„ . . = — Su . <a 


* 


* 


